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introduction
How do you describe something that’s too big for words? 

The last ten days of Jesus’ life here on earth were the end of a plan that God had set in motion before 
creation. The events surrounding Jesus’ arrest, death, and resurrection are at the center of God’s story to 
rescue all things. So how do we stand the chance of understanding how important this last week is?

It’s pretty close to impossible, but we’ll try anyway. 

The last ten days of Jesus’ life show us an incredible picture of purpose, commitment, and compassion. 
Jesus steadily moved toward the most agonizing moments of His life (of ANY life, for that matter) and 
He did so with you in mind. He did so with me in mind. Jesus did what He did because of His great 
desire to purchase victory over sin and death for everyone who had or one day would believe in Him. 
And He did it all out of love.

What exactly did Jesus do? A lot. And this book is going to allow you to walk with Jesus every 
step of the way during His last moments on earth. Along the way, you’re going to grasp, maybe for 
the first time, exactly what Jesus went through. You’ll get a glimpse of what He experienced as He 
boldly moved toward the cross. And maybe, just maybe, you’ll fall more in love with Jesus and how 
relentlessly He fought to save you from sin and death.

When you get to Day 8 in this book, you’re going to read about Jesus on the cross. At the end of the 
brutal ordeal, just before He died, Jesus looked to heaven and cried out, “It is finished!” But unlike every 
other finish you’ve ever heard of, Jesus didn’t mean He was done. Not by a long shot. You see, Jesus was 
just getting started. And maybe more than anything, THIS is the power of the Easter story. 

Get ready to experience the final days of Jesus’ life like you never have before. 

HOW THIS BOOK WORKS
This book is a ten-day devotional. For each day, you’ll have three sections to read. The first section, 
THE BIG PICTURE, will give you a quick snapshot of what happened on that specific day. The 
second section, THE STORY, will tell the story of what happened on the day in question, helping 
you understand precisely what was going on. The third section, LOOKING CLOSER, will provide 
you with a brief Bible study on some aspect of the day you are covering. It’s a great framework to 
help you discover what Jesus went through in the last week or so of His earthly life.
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If you were asked “Why did Jesus, God’s own Son, need to come to earth to begin with,” how 
would you answer? It’s an important question. Before we look at the end of Jesus’ life here on earth, 
it’s essential that we remember why He came in the first place.

Let’s start with God. He exists. He is real. He is the Creator of all things. Genesis 1 tells us that 
God spoke creation into existence. God created the heavens and the earth, the seas, the plants, the 
animals . . . And He created man and woman, Adam and Eve. He created us because He loves us 
and wanted to be in a relationship with us. In the beginning, the Bible tells us that there was perfect 
harmony between God and people. God provided for Adam and Eve everything they needed. There 
was no need to worry. No sadness. No death. No fear.

And then sin entered the picture. The Bible tells us that Adam and Eve rebelled against God. They 
broke the rules He gave them. What happens when the created rebel against the Creator? What 
happens when imperfect people revolt against the Perfect Life-Giver? The only right punishment 
is death. But God graciously didn’t take Adam and Eve’s life. He allowed them to continue to live. 
But their fellowship was broken with God. Sin had created a barrier between them. 

Here’s the tough part: when Adam and Eve sinned, it wasn’t just them that was affected. It was all 
of us. “When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread to 
everyone, for everyone sinned” (Rom. 5:12, NLT). From Adam until now, there has never been a 
human being who didn’t sin, except for Jesus. And the Bible tells us that our sin earns for us death: 

“For the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). Our sin separates us from God, both in this life and for 
eternity. The worst part? Because we’re sinful, we can’t do anything about this separation. We can’t 
overcome it. We can’t fix it. The solution is outside of us. We’re helpless. But the amazing thing is 
that God always had a plan to overcome this truth.

The Bible tells us that before we even were aware that we needed rescuing, God had a plan to save 
us (Eph. 1:4, 2:10). And that plan was Jesus. 

day 1 G ETT I NG  R EA DY
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Take a moment and read these verses. They are familiar, for sure. But think about them in light of what 
you just read and in light of Easter: 

“FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD, THAT HE GAVE HIS ONLY SON, THAT WHOEVER 
 BELIEVES IN HIM SHOULD NOT PERISH BUT HAVE ETERNAL LIFE. FOR GOD DID 
 NOT SEND HIS SON INTO THE WORLD TO CONDEMN THE WORLD, BUT IN ORDER 
 THAT THE WORLD MIGHT BE SAVED THROUGH HIM. WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM IS 
 NOT CONDEMNED, BUT WHOEVER DOES NOT BELIEVE IS CONDEMNED ALREADY, 
 BECAUSE HE HAS NOT BELIEVED IN THE NAME OF THE ONLY SON OF GOD.”
- JOHN 3:16–18

Look at verse 16. What was God’s motivation for sending Jesus to us? Why did He do it?

Remember, sin earned us death, a forever-death apart from God. What does verse 16 say that our belief 
in Jesus earns for us? 

It's incredible that in His mercy, God allowed us to be saved from the punishment of our sins by faith in 
Jesus. He didn't have to. He could have made it so that we had to work our whole lives for our salvation. 
But God knew that even if we tried our hardest, we'd never be perfect. And perfection is God's standard. 
So because He loved us, God sent His perfect Son to die in our place, to pay the punishment our sin 
rightfully earned for us. The Bible says, “For our sake [God] made him to be sin who knew no sin, so 
that in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21). 

Look back up at verse 17. Jesus could have condemned us for our sin. What did He do instead? 

In your own words, what did Jesus do to save us?

And just as a reminder, what does verse 18 say we have to do to be saved from the penalty of our sins?

You're about to spend the next week and a half learning in intimate detail what Jesus' last week on earth 
was like. Before you do, just remember WHY Jesus was here in the first place. He was here to purchase 
your life with His own. Before you wrap up today's devotional time, make sure you spend some time in 
prayer thanking God for sending Jesus and thanking Jesus for willingly going to the cross for you.
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THE BIG PICTURE
• Roughly a week before the Passover feast, Jesus arrives in Bethany, a city about two miles

from Jerusalem. During the last week of His earthly life, Jesus would come and go most days
from Bethany to Jerusalem. 

• Bethany is the home of the sisters, Mary and Martha, and their brother, Lazarus.
• The modern name of the city is “El-Azariyeh,” which is based on the name of Lazarus
whom Jesus raised from the dead.

• At a dinner either Friday or Saturday night, Mary anointed Jesus’ feet with expensive
perfume. Large crowds of people came to Bethany to get a glimpse of Jesus.

THE STORY
Before you begin the story of the last week of Jesus’ life, you need some context. Jesus spent His last 
week in and around the city of Jerusalem. Why Jesus was there in the first place is a pretty import-
ant part of the story. Every year, the Jews would come from hundreds of miles away to celebrate the 
Passover Feast. They’d come from near and far because thousands of years before Jesus was born, 
God commanded His people to celebrate the Passover. 

You remember what the Passover was, right? Way back in the Old Testament, the Egyptians had made 
God’s people, the Israelites, their slaves. The Israelites suffered terribly under the Egyptian ruler, Pharaoh. 
God’s people cried out to Him, and He heard them. God raised Moses to be their leader and to demand 
that Pharaoh let His people go. Pharaoh wasn’t really up to it though, and so God had to get his 
attention.

Remember the stories of the 10 plagues? Bloody rivers, frogs raining down from the sky , locusts . . . 
yuk. But those still weren’t enough to get Pharaoh’s attention. And so after many warnings, God 
sent one of His angels to kill the firstborn child of every person in Egypt. But before He did this, 
God sent word to His people to sacrifice a lamb to God and to take the blood of their sacrifice and 
wipe their doorposts with it. When the angel came around, he would see the blood and “pass over” 
the homes, sparing the lives of the Jew’s firstborn children. 

Pharaoh had his chance to prevent this, but he wouldn’t listen to Moses. And so God allowed His 
angel to kill the firstborn child in every Egyptian home . . . even Pharaoh’s. This was the thing that 
finally got Pharaoh’s attention, and he let the Israelites go free. From that moment on, the 
Israelites 

day 2 F R I DAY/ SAT U R DAY
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would gather once a year to remember and celebrate God’s faithfulness. That is the backdrop for 
why Jesus was in Jerusalem. 

Jesus finds Himself and His disciples in Jerusalem, along with countless other Jews, preparing for a 
week of celebration. But you see, Jesus knows something the disciples don’t know. He knows that 
this will be the last Passover He will ever celebrate with them. 

Where we pick up the story, it’s sometime Friday or Saturday, the day before the Passover week 
kicks off. Jesus and the disciples are in Bethany, a little town where their good friends Mary, Martha, 
and Lazarus lived. This was a family that loved Jesus greatly, and Jesus loved them too. 

This family had reason to love Jesus. After all, Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead. (If you’re mak-
ing a list, bringing someone back from the dead is an excellent way to get them to like you.) But He 
had also invested in the lives of Mary and Martha. There was genuine affection between them. 

It’s Saturday night, less than a week before Jesus would be arrested, tried, and sentenced to death 
on the cross. Martha was bringing in the food to Jesus and the disciples. There were probably others 
there too, including Lazarus who was hanging next to Jesus. (In those days, when you ate you sat on 
the ground on pillows or rugs. Your feet were behind you away from the food, and you sort of laid 
down or reclined while you ate.) Suddenly, out of nowhere, in comes Mary. But she’s not serving 
food. She’s carrying a large bottle. 

Mary approached Jesus. She went to where He was reclined, and bending over and opening the bottle, 
poured perfume on His feet. But she didn’t stop there. She didn’t get a towel and wipe his feet off; she 
used her hair. Her own hair. Bending down, she cleaned Jesus’ feet while He reclined at the table. Peo-
ple didn’t know how to react as the smell of the expensive perfume filled the room. This was unusual! 
Some people, especially Judas (the disciple who would betray Jesus barely a week later) complained 
that it was a waste to pour the perfume on Jesus’ feet. But Jesus didn’t complain. Jesus was moved by 
the heart of a woman who showed Him such a moving and humble expression of worship.  

Jesus looked at Mary and what she had done for Him, and He looked at Judas. “Leave her alone,” 
He said to His disciple. “So that she may keep it for the day of my burial.” No one at the table knew 
at that moment what Jesus meant, but in just a few days they would. Whether Mary knew it or not, 
the touching moment at the dinner table would be repeated not even a week later when the body of 
Jesus was taken down from the cross and prepared with perfume for burial. But on this night, there 
was dinner to be eaten, and so they ate.

The Bible says that crowds of people gathered at the home, hearing that Jesus, the same one who 
had raised Lazarus from the dead, was back in town. 

LOOKING CLOSER
What’s the most you’ve ever willingly chosen to sacrifice for the good of someone else? Maybe you 
helped a friend study for a test when you wanted to be doing something else. Maybe you gave mon-
ey to a cause or person you chose to support. Maybe you gave up your time for a mission project. 
How much have you given up to bless someone else?
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Take a moment and read John 12:1–8. This is an amazing account of sacrifice. Because we’re reading 
it 2,000 years after it happened, it’s easy for us to miss the real meaning of what Mary did. Let’s 
break it down and see what we can learn from this. 

First, let’s look at what Mary sacrificed. This was a HUGE deal. The perfume was VERY expensive. 
It was worth what a day-laborer would have earned in a year. What was Mary doing with such ex-
pensive perfume? We can’t say for sure. Some people say it was like her family’s savings; something 
set aside in case times got tough. But many people throughout history believe it may have been 
something called a “dowry.” In those days a dowry would be a gift that a woman would bring to the 
table when she was getting married. If this was Mary’s dowry, she essentially sacrificed getting mar-
ried when she poured it out on Jesus’ feet. Either way, it’s a huge sacrifice, one that Jesus tenderly 
accepted knowing what it cost Mary.

Next, let’s look at what Mary did. Touching someone’s feet the way Mary touched Jesus’ feet would 
have been the job of a servant. It would have been seen as way beneath Mary, a degrading experi-
ence. But she humbled herself to honor Jesus this way.

Finally, let’s look at the meaning behind what Mary did. It likely caused confusion. And made Judas’ 
greed flare up. But John included this story where he did because he wanted it to foreshadow Jesus’ 
death. In John’s Gospel, this event serves as the beginning of the narrative of Jesus’ crucifixion. 

Mary was willing to sacrifice greatly to show Jesus how much she loved Him. Reading this story 
leads us to ask the same questions of ourselves, doesn’t it? 

THINK ABOUT THIS:
 1. What have you sacrificed as a way of showing Jesus how much you love Him? A better 
    question may be, what is standing in the way of you following Jesus more faithfully? 
    Are you willing to sacrifice this to draw closer to Jesus?

 2. It was socially unacceptable for Mary to clean Jesus’ feet the way she did. What aspects 
    of your life as a Christ-follower come into conflict with the world around you?

 3. Spend some time in prayer today asking God to show you ways you can be more devoted 
    to Him. 
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day 3PA L M  SU N DAY

THE BIG PICTURE
 • Jesus and the disciples traveled from Bethany to Jerusalem, a journey of fewer than two miles.
 • Jesus sent two disciples ahead to get Him a donkey on which to ride.
 • Jesus entered into Jerusalem to the praise of a massive crowd of people, many of whom laid 
   out palm tree branches on the road.
 • Luke tells us that Jesus was moved to tears as He looked at the city of Jerusalem.

THE STORY
Sometime around 500 years before Jesus was born, there lived a prophet named Zechariah. As you 
know, prophets were God’s messengers. God would speak through His prophets to His people. At 
the time Zechariah was a prophet, God’s people were really, really bummed out. They were living 
in Jerusalem which used to be the wealthy, thriving capital of Israel. Now it was basically destroyed. 
God had warned His people for hundreds of years to stop worshipping other gods, but they hadn’t 
listened. So, God had allowed other countries to overtake Israel and destroy its cities. God’s people 
were left to rebuild their lives and their city, and it was just kind of tough. In the midst of this, 
Zechariah had a message of hope for God’s people.  

Zechariah promised God’s people that someday in the future, God would send a true king, a ruler 
in the line of David (Israel’s greatest king up to that point) who would lead God’s people back to a 
place of hope and peace. God gave him a vision of how the king would come into the city. In Zech-
ariah 9:9, he described the king’s entrance into Jerusalem this way: “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of 
Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and 
having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” Roughly 
500 years later, we see the fulfillment of this prophecy. The King would come on a donkey, and His 
name would be Jesus. 

Where we pick up our story, it’s Sunday. Jesus and the disciples would have had a restful Saturday 
in Bethany. Saturday was the Sabbath which means no work would have been done. It was a day of 
rest. And so it was that sometime Sunday morning, Jesus sent a couple of His disciples into Jerusa-
lem to prepare for His entry into the city. 

Jesus gave them some pretty specific instructions. He told them, “Go into the village up ahead 
and you’ll see a donkey and her colt tied up. Untie them and bring them to me.” We can imagine 
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the two disciples looking at each other and back at Jesus: “Like, just TAKE the donkey? Without 
paying or anything?” Jesus must have sensed their questions because He added, “If anyone says 
anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” The disciples 
turned and ran ahead of Jesus. They brought the donkey back to Jesus, and the stage was set.  

What happened next must have been an amazing scene to witness. As Jesus and His disciples 
came into Jerusalem, the crowds who had seen or heard all that Jesus had been doing and teaching 
couldn’t hold their praise in. People started throwing their cloaks on the ground so Jesus’ donkey 
wouldn’t even have to touch its feet to the dirt. Others cut palm branches from trees and laid them 
on the road, a “red carpet” entrance fit for their King.

The crowd was all around Jesus, and they weren’t silent. They were shouting and crying out, 
 “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 
highest! Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the 
highest!” The word “Hosanna” is a Hebrew word that is kind of like saying, “Save us,” or “He’s come 
to save us.” The crowds that were welcoming Jesus into the city knew Jesus was something special.

Could they have known exactly who Jesus was? Many among them would have been confused 
about what kind of King Jesus would be. Maybe some thought He would be the new king of the 
nation of Israel, driving out the Roman armies and leading Israel back to the greatness it experi-
enced under David’s reign a thousand years earlier. But there had to be some in the crowd who got 
it, who recalled the words of Zechariah hundreds of years before. This King was different. This King 
did things that only God could do. This King didn’t ride in on a war horse with an army at His back. 
This King came humbly, on a donkey, willing to go to whatever lengths were necessary to rescue 
the people of His Kingdom. This King would be bigger than just the nation of Israel. Was this on 
the minds of some of the people in the crowd? We’ll never know. But maybe, just maybe some saw 
Jesus for who He was, the Messiah, God’s only Son.

Not everyone loved the crowd’s display of affection. The religious leaders, the Pharisees, called out 
to Jesus while He was riding in. “Hey,” they said. “Your followers are acting like you’re a king or 
something. Tell them to be quiet!” The Bible tells us that somewhere along the way into the city, 
Jesus thought of all that awaited Him in Jerusalem and He wept. He cried for what was to come 
for the city. But at this moment, amid the praise of His people, He wasn’t about to tell anyone to be 
quiet. Jesus had been waiting for this moment for eternity. He looked at the Pharisees: “I tell you,” 
He said. “If I made these people be quiet, the very stones would cry out instead!” Jesus knew how 
the rest of the week would play out. For this moment, Jesus accepted the praise only He was worthy 
of receiving. 

Scripture tells us that Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem was later in the day. We know that He went to the 
Temple and “looked around at everything . . . but it was late,” and He went back to Bethany (Mark 
11:11) to spend the night with His disciples.

LOOKING CLOSER
How many times have you found yourself on the other side of a major life moment only to remem-
ber that there was a moment where you could have seen it coming? Your English teacher might 
call this “foreshadowing.” It’s being stranded on the side of the road and remembering your “check 
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engine light” going on. It’s that queasy feeling in your stomach and remembering your mom telling 
you to check the expiration date on the eggs. It’s standing in an empty parking lot and remember-
ing your coach telling you to double check your practice schedule. Sometimes when we look back, 
the situation actually becomes a lot clearer. 

There’s a moment like this in John 12:20–26. This interaction happens sometime after Jesus has en-
tered into the city with much fanfare. We know from Mark 11:11 that Jesus went into the Temple 
at some point on Sunday and some think this interaction happened there. Regardless, we learn here 
that there were a group of non-Jews in Jerusalem to celebrate Passover. While not super common, 
there were non-Jews during this time who had come to believe in God. While the salvation from 
sins that Jesus came to purchase for us with His death and resurrection would one day be made 
fully available to ALL who would believe, at this stage in the game Jesus’ message was primarily for 
the Jews. John was making the point that it was kind of unique that these Greeks were in town and 
were looking for Jesus. But ultimately, it’s less about the people looking for Jesus and more about 
what He says in His response.

We aren’t clear if Jesus’ reply in v. 23 is a response to the Greeks or the disciples. Either way, what 
He says is some pretty major foreshadowing. His disciples would have had NO idea He was talking 
about his death on the cross. But from our perspective, it’s plain to see. When Jesus says in vs. 23 
that it was time for Him to be glorified, He was 100% talking about the purpose of His rescue 
mission. When He said that a grain of wheat has to die to act as the source of new grain? He was 
talking about His death and resurrection. And when Jesus talked about those who served Him 
going where He was? He was predicting the hardships we encounter when we follow Jesus.

The disciples couldn’t see it at that moment, but they would. They would look back and know for 
sure that Jesus knew what awaited Him at the end of the week. Maybe the most important thing 
for us is that Jesus DID know what was coming, and He didn’t back down at all. He willingly went 
to His death with all of humankind (including you) in mind. 

THINK ABOUT THIS:
 1. What did Jesus mean when He said, “unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 
     dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit”?

 2. What emotions do you feel before something big is about to happen? Can you imagine 
     what Jesus must have felt as He prepared for His time of arrest, crucifixion, and 
     resurrection?

 3. Jesus said that those who believed in Him could expect to experience some of the same 
     kinds of hardships He experienced. What kinds of trials have you experienced as a 
     result of being a Christ-follower? 
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day 4 M O N DAY

THE BIG PICTURE
 • Jesus and the disciples traveled from Bethany to Jerusalem in the morning. 
 • Jesus cursed a fig tree because it had no figs on it.
 • Jesus overturned the tables of money-changers and other vendors in the Temple. 
 • Jesus and the disciples returned from Jerusalem to Bethany to spend Monday night.

THE STORY
As they would do pretty much every night, Jesus and the disciples had traveled the mile or two from 
Jerusalem to Bethany on Sunday evening. It would be cool if we knew exactly what they did every 
moment of the day, but we don’t. We don’t know if they ate dinner together on Sunday night or not. 
But it’s a safe bet to assume that they did. Outside of that, we just don’t know. 

Did Jesus and the disciples go to bed early? Did they stay up listening to stories and telling jokes 
around a campfire? Maybe one of the disciples was good at baking and whipped up some brownies. 
Maybe one was killer at DIY projects, and they had a craft night with Mary and Martha. (OK, so 
those last two things most definitely didn’t happen.) While we’ll never know for sure how Jesus 
and the disciples spent Sunday night, here’s what we DO know: at some point Monday morning, 
Jesus and the disciples woke up and made their way to Jerusalem. Along the way, something really 
unusual happened.  

We can assume that Jesus and the disciples were walking from Bethany to Jerusalem. This was how 
they usually got from Point A to Point B. No donkey. No cart. Just foot-power. We can picture 
them in our mind: dusty roads, sun low in the sky, small mountains around them. Maybe they 
can see Jerusalem off in the distance. It’s early, and they’re walking, and at some point, Jesus gets 
hungry. (Maybe He didn’t get breakfast.) Jesus spots a fig tree by the side of the road. But as Jesus 
approached the fig tree, He noticed something.

Now, if you’ve never had a fig, it’s a kind of fruit. They are semi-sweet and sort of chewy. Not a bad 
breakfast option all things considered. Jesus walks over to the fig tree . . . only to find that there is 
not a single fig on the tree. It’s an otherwise healthy looking tree that has no fruit on it. So what 
does Jesus do? He looks at it and says, “May no fruit ever come from you again!” What happened 
next is crazy. At that moment, the fig tree completely withered up! The disciples saw this and were 
blown away. Even after three years with Him, Jesus could still do things that amazed them. Soon, 
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however, they probably forgot all about the fig tree because Jesus was about to do something that 
would cause quite the uproar.

At some point in the day, Jesus and the disciples entered into the Temple. To remind you, the Tem-
ple was a massive structure that represented the heart of Jerusalem. It was sort of the main reason 
why people came to Jerusalem for the Passover. For the rest of the year, people would worship in 
their local synagogues (essentially local Jewish churches). But for the Passover week, the Temple 
would be a hub of activity where Jews from all over would gather and worship and learn about 
God together. We can only imagine how busy and bustling the Temple would have been. Can you 
imagine the sights, sounds, and smells? Into this environment walked Jesus and His disciples. And 
boy did Jesus make His presence known. 

The Bible tells us that Jesus walked into the Temple and began taking charge. See, inside the 
Temple, people had set up money changing booths. These were people who were changing different 
currencies into shekels, the appropriate currency needed to pay the temple tax or purchase animals 
for sacrifice. The only issue is that these people were making a profit while doing so, charging peo-
ple to exchange currency. There would also have been people who were selling animals for people to 
sacrifice as part of the Temple rituals. Poor people who could not afford to buy a sheep to sacrifice 
could buy pigeons or doves instead. Scholars point to evidence that these sellers would charge poor 
people more money than was necessary, putting an unfair burden on those who wanted to follow 
the Temple rules but didn’t have much money. Jesus took one look at this and said, “no way.” He 
began flipping tables and driving out the sellers and the money-changers.

Can you imagine? There would have been thousands of people in and around the Temple. Can 
you imagine the chaos? The question is why Jesus would do this? The Bible gives us a clue. As He 
was driving out the money-changers, Jesus said (or probably yelled), “It is written, ‘My house shall 
be called a house of prayer,’ but you make it a den of robbers.” Jesus was combining passages from 
Isaiah 56:7 and Jeremiah 7:11. See, as God’s Son, Jesus cared greatly that everyone’s worship of 
God was pure and unhindered by those looking to turn the Temple into a flea market. Jesus was so 
passionate about the worship of God that He couldn’t stand by and watch it ruined by a bunch of 
shady business people. So He started flipping tables. It was a powerful display by a powerful man. 

We don’t know much about the fallout from Jesus’ actions. We do know this, though: Mark tells us 
that the religious leaders saw this display and began to plot a way to “destroy” Jesus. Why? Because 
they saw that the people were drawn to Jesus’ display of love and respect for God. These plans 
would become a reality in just a few days.

The Bible tells us that at the end of the day, Jesus and His disciples went back to Bethany to spend 
the night. Monday had come to an end.  

LOOKING CLOSER
Sometimes we read of Jesus doing something, and it makes us scratch our heads a little bit. The 
story of Jesus cursing a fig-tree is one of those moments. 

Take a minute and read Matthew 21:18–22. This is a cool miracle that shows Jesus’ power and 
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authority. Jesus can look at a living tree, pronounce a curse over it, and within a day (as you’ll see 
tomorrow), it has withered and died. This speaks to who Jesus is; only God, the creator of all things, 
has that kind of power. Why did Jesus do it? Theories differ. We may never know the specific moti-
vation behind Jesus reacting to the fruitless fig tree the way He did. But for our purposes, let’s camp 
out for a minute on what Jesus was trying to teach the disciples.

What is Jesus saying about our faith and our ability to ask for and receive “whatever we want”? 
Jesus says in vs. 20 that if we have faith and don’t doubt, we can move a mountain. Further, He says 
that “whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.” Does this mean that God will 
give you everything you ask for? Unfortunately, it doesn’t. No matter how badly you want that new 
car, or new baseball bat, or new iPhone, praying for it is no guarantee that you will get it. Why? 
Two things . . . 

First, in Jewish writing, the whole concept of “moving mountains” is kind of a code word for over-
coming tough times (see 1 Cor. 13:2). So, in one way, Jesus is saying that with faith and with prayer 
God will enable you to get through tough times. 

Second, when it comes to answering our prayers, God does so according to His good and perfect 
plan. Will God allow you to get that skateboard you are asking for? As long as it is in line with His 
plan. But God loves us so much that He will save us from desires that He knows will harm us, or 
distract us, or otherwise get us off track. 

God wants us to ask, and we should always ask believing that God can provide. And God will 
always give us what we need. But unless our wants line up with our needs, God will always protect 
us from our desires. 

THINK ABOUT THIS:
 1. What is something you really, really wanted, something you wanted so badly you 
     prayed for it?

 2. What’s the story? Did you or did you not get what you asked for?

 3. If you didn’t get it, can you think of a reason why God may have allowed you not to 
     receive it? What could He have been trying to teach you?

 4. Maybe you could spend some time in prayer now. Think about what you ask God for. 
     Are the requests you make only you-centered? Or do you pray for other people? Maybe 
     today, just pray to God asking Him for things on behalf of other people in your life. 
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day 5T U ES DAY

THE BIG PICTURE
 • Peter spots the withered fig tree on the return trip to Jerusalem.
 • Jesus’ authority is challenged by the Jewish religious leaders in the Temple.
 • On the return trip to Bethany, Jesus warns His disciples of the turmoil that was coming.

THE STORY
There are a couple of days in the last week of Jesus’ life that may be considered somewhat unevent-
ful. Tuesday was one of those days. But even though nothing major went down, there was a lot of 
important stuff that happened.

Jesus and His disciples started the day like the few before. They traveled from Bethany to Jerusalem. 
We get this interesting side note that is a little funny. Mark 11:20–21 says this EXACTLY, “As they 
passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered away to its roots. And Peter remembered 
and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree that you cursed has withered.” Don’t you love Peter? 
Much of the Gospels is Peter doing and saying the first thing that came to his mind. Do you think 
the rest of the disciples were like, “No kidding, Captain Obvious! We remember. It was barely a day 
ago, and who could forget something so crazy?!” Peter is kind of like a Golden Retriever, nothing 
if not enthusiastic. (Knowing this makes Peter’s post-Pentecost transformation into an influential 
leader of the early church even more remarkable.)

We can picture the disciples having a little laugh at Peter’s expense before moving on toward Jeru-
salem. We don’t know what else they did that day, but we do know they went back to the Temple 
at some point. How do we know? Because we have a record of a pretty tense conversation between 
Jesus and the Jewish religious leaders. 

Jesus was in the Temple teaching that Tuesday when all of a sudden, He is approached by a group 
of religious big shots. Seeing that people were listening to Jesus and that His teaching seemed to 
be pretty awesome, they got their feathers ruffled. They confronted Him: “Tell us by what authority 
you do these things, or who it is that gave you this authority.” Jesus wasn’t really in the mood to 
engage them on their level. (Furthermore, His case for authority was pretty airtight considering He 
was God Himself.)

So, Jesus met their question with a question of His own: “Was John’s baptism from heaven or from 
17



man?” Jesus asked them about John the Baptist, who had died some time ago, because He knew 
He would put them in a bind. If they answered, “from heaven,” Jesus could ask why they didn’t 
believe what John said about Him. If they said, “from man,” the people would get extremely angry 
with them, because the people knew John was sent from God. So, like the cowards they were, the 
religious leaders didn’t answer at all. They just stayed quiet. Jesus looked at them and said, “Then, 
neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.” And that was that. (Can you imagine 
how mad these guys got?) 

From all we know, Jesus and the disciples left soon after this to head back to Bethany. If you’re 
looking for a pattern for the first few days of Jesus’ last week on earth, it’s the twice-daily travel 
between Jerusalem and Bethany. Maybe to us, this feels like kind of a weird deal. Why all the back 
and forth? Couldn’t they just stay in Jerusalem?

There are a couple of things that may have made this tricky. One, Jerusalem was SUPER crowded. 
If Jesus wanted rest or quiet, He wasn’t going to get it in Jerusalem. The other thing is that people 
would have been continually bugging Jesus if He stayed in Jerusalem. His fame, if we want to call 
it that, had sort of grown to its highest point. To get any space to breathe, it was probably necessary 
for Jesus and His friends to punch out and head to Bethany each night. 

As they walked, they were bound to talk. And this evening was no different. Thanks to Luke, who 
probably heard the account from Peter, we know a lot of what Jesus talked with them about. Jesus 
tried to give the disciples a vision of the tough times that were coming. He talked to them about 
how they could expect to be treated once He was gone. He talked to them about false leaders who 
would come after Him. He talked to them about the destruction of Jerusalem (that would occur 
within 40 years of Jesus’ death). He talked to them about the nature of the persecution they could 
expect as His followers. And Jesus told them that one day He would return to gather all His people 
to Himself. 

That’s kind of some heavy stuff to be talking about on the way home for supper, isn’t it? Jesus was 
trying to warn them of what was coming both in the near and distant future. But we get the feeling 
that the disciples didn’t quite know what to make of it. How could they? They didn’t know then 
what we know now. But in just a few days, they’d start to see clearly enough.

It was Tuesday night. Jesus was barely 48 hours away from His arrest.

LOOKING CLOSER
The religious leaders in the Temple weren’t the only people to challenge Jesus’ authority. They were 
simply the next in line. Throughout Jesus’ three-year ministry, the Jewish religious leaders were 
constantly confronting Jesus about who He was and who He claimed to be. They wanted to know 
how Jesus was able to do the things He did, and where He got His teaching. They just could not 
believe that Jesus was the Son of God. They were super nervous about anything happening to their 
little “kingdom” they had built where they were at the top and didn’t have to really answer to anyone. 
In Jesus, they sensed real power, and it scared them to death. 

It wasn’t just the religious leaders who sensed Jesus’ authority. Read Mark 1:21-22. Look at how 
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the people compared Jesus to scribes (who were part of the Jewish religious leader-class). They were 
essentially saying, “This guy who came out of nowhere and as far as we know is a carpenter’s son . . . 
Man, He can REALLY teach! He’s WAY different from our normal teachers!” You can begin to see 
why Jesus made the Jewish religious leaders nervous. 

There’s a place in Scripture where Jesus has the ultimate mic-drop moment when it came to ques-
tions about His authority. It’s the story of Jesus healing a paralyzed man; you can read it in Mark 
2:1–12. In the story, a man who is paralyzed is brought to Jesus by his friends. To make a long story 
short, Jesus is impressed with the faith of the man and his friends, and so Jesus looks at the man 
and says, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” Now some of the scribes were sitting there, and they thought 
to themselves, “What’s up with him? Only God can forgive sins,” which was their way of question-
ing Jesus’ authority. But in a show of His true power, Jesus not only showed that He knew what 
they were thinking (which in itself is awesome), He takes it to another level. 

In a move that had to stun everyone in the room, Jesus looks at the scribes and says, “Why do you 
question these things in your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ 
or to say, ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has au-
thority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic—“I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and 
go home.” With that, the man stood up, picked up his bed, and walked out of the room. 

Boom! No one had ever seen anything like that. Jesus showed at that moment who He was; not 
only could He heal people, He could forgive their sins. 

Why does the issue of authority matter? Especially when we consider the last week of Jesus life? It 
actually matters more than you may realize. If Jesus wasn’t who He says He was, then His death on 
the cross accomplished nothing. His three years of public ministry served a lot of purposes. But one 
of the main purposes was to show people who He was, to serve as proof that He was the Son of 
God, the promised Messiah sent to take away the sins of the world. And the way He was going to 
do that was through His sacrificial death on the cross.

THINK ABOUT THIS:
 1. Jesus is exactly who He says He is. What does it make you feel knowing that you can 
    (and hopefully do) have a relationship with God Himself ? 

 2. How has Jesus shown His authority in your life?

 3. When you pray today, consider who you’re praying to. Remind yourself what a privilege 
     it is that God allows us not only to know Him but through faith in Him be adopted 
     into His family as His child. Praise Him for this today. 
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day 6 W E D N ES DAY

THE BIG PICTURE
• Jesus continued His practice of daily teaching in the Temple.
• The chief priests and the scribes were actively planning to arrest and kill Jesus.
• Jesus sent a few of the disciples to make preparations for the Passover meal. 

THE STORY
Do you remember a time in your life when you have prepared for something big? Like final exams 
for school? Or a competition of some sort? Maybe you helped your mom and dad plan for a family 
vacation. Or you planned a big party. If you can say yes to any of these, you know what it’s like to 
have to prepare for a big event. There are a ton of details to remember and coordinate; the more 
significant the event, the more details!

So what happens when the event you’re planning is a once a year feast that your people have been 
celebrating for thousands of years? Probably a pretty big deal, isn’t it? This is what Jesus and His 
friends were up against as they tried to make sure they had the details locked down for their Pass-
over celebration.

If we’re getting technical, the Passover meal was the kick-off for the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 
This feast was celebrated for seven days from the 15th to the 21st of Nisan, the first month in the 
Jewish calendar (which in modern day would be around the middle of March). The Passover meal 
was held on the 14th of Nisan and functioned kind of as Christmas Eve does. It was the kick-off of 
the proper celebration of the Feast of Unleavened Bread. There was a rule among the Jews that said 
that the Passover Feast had to be eaten within the walls of Jerusalem. So Jesus and the disciples had 
to begin getting ready for where they would eat the Passover meal. 

Sometime on Wednesday, the disciples came to Jesus and asked Him where they would be sharing 
Passover dinner. Jesus responded by telling Peter and John to go ahead of them into Jerusalem and 
look for a dude carrying a jug of water. When they saw this guy, they were supposed to follow him 
to his house and to follow him inside and say to the owner of the house, “The Teacher says to you, 
‘Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’” Jesus told them that the 
guy would show them a “large upper room” that was furnished. Sound like weird command? Maybe 
not so much. 
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First, the sign would have been obvious. You may be thinking, how in the world will they know 
who the correct water-carrying guy was? Isn’t it possible that there are a bunch of guys carrying wa-
ter? It was a pretty unique sign. Only women carried water in those days. Jesus might as well have 
said for them to look for a guy with a giant, flashing neon sign above his head. He would have been 
pretty easy to spot. Second, most scholars don’t think this is Jesus performing a miracle or any sort 
of supernatural influence on the owner of the home. Based on the context and the way the original 
text reads, we think Jesus had at some point pre-arranged to meet in the upper-room at this guy’s 
inn or house. Essentially, Jesus sent His most trusted disciples to find a guy who was already plan-
ning on hosting them to tell the man that they were for sure going to eat their dinner at his place.  

Peter and John went into Jerusalem to make their preparations. We don’t know for sure how Jesus 
and the rest of the disciples spent Wednesday. Luke’s Gospel tells us that Jesus preached in the 
Temple every day that week. So we can assume at some point they went to the Temple. But the 
focus on the narrative is the preparation for the Passover feast. But Jesus and the disciples weren’t 
the only ones preparing for something big.

The Bible tells us that while Jesus and His disciples were minding their business in and around 
Jerusalem, other people were doing some planning of their own. Mark writes in his Gospel that be-
fore the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the chief priests and the scribes were planning 
how to arrest Jesus, but how to do so sneakily. They knew that if they did it out in the open with 
everyone in Jerusalem for the feast, there would be “an uproar from the people.” 

These guys, these religious leaders, were such shady characters! They never considered for a minute 
that Jesus might actually be who He said He was. They saw His miracles and heard His teaching 
and completely dismissed them. They WOULDN’T believe. But they weren’t OK with just letting 
it go. See, they watched the people’s reaction to Jesus. They saw sick people made well and dead 
people brought to life. They saw Jesus teach in a way that brought joy and purpose and freedom to 
people. They saw that people believed in Jesus. They saw all of this and absolutely could not stand it. 

The religious leaders were scared of one thing: losing their status. They rightly understood that Jesus’ 
message of grace and hope was undercutting their position of power. And they had to act. While 
Jesus and the disciples prepared to celebrate a meaningful dinner, the evil religious leaders planned 
how they would kill Jesus. 

There was a confrontation coming, a showdown for the ages. It was unavoidable, even if the disci-
ples had no clue it was about to happen. 

LOOKING CLOSER
Have you ever read parts of the Old Testament and thought to yourself, “this is SUPER hard to un-
derstand”? If so, you’re not alone. There are pretty good reasons for why this is sometimes the case. 
A lot of time has passed between then and now; it was a different culture than the one you find 
yourself in; and we sometimes don’t understand that when we jump into a passage, we’re stepping 
into a story. Each of these can make reading parts of the Old Testament kind of tricky. But here’s 
the deal: when we understand the Old Testament, it gives us a deeper understanding of who Jesus is 
and the importance of the work He did to rescue us from our sins. 
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Think for a second about the Passover in the book of Exodus. Remember, this was the last plague 
meant to finally get Pharaoh’s attention and force him to release the Israelites from slavery. God 
would send an angel of death to kill the firstborn child in every home in Egypt. Only the Israelite 
children would survive and only if they sacrificed a perfect lamb and spread its blood on their doors. 
Sound morbid? Maybe it is to our ears. But the idea is that the life of the lamb counted for the life 
of the child. This wasn’t the only place where we see this.

When God called the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt, He gave them His Law as a way of shaping 
them into a people who lived and acted after His own heart. Now, to break the Law meant to sin 
against God. All sin is rebellion and rebellion against God earns death. But God in His mercy 
provided a way for the Israelites not to be put to death when they sinned. He allowed them to take 
a lamb and place their hand on it, symbolically saying that their sins were on the lamb, and then 
sacrifice the lamb to God. This meant that the lamb paid the penalty for their sin. It was God show-
ing great grace; He didn’t have to provide a way out for His people. While this was a really cool 
thing on God’s part, God knew it was incomplete. Hebrews tells us that this system was imperfect 
because it had to still be done every year. A lamb could never fully pay the price for someone’s sin. 
But God always had a better way in mind.

Fast forward a few thousand years. Early on in Jesus’ ministry, He walked past John the Baptist. 
John was doing his thing, preparing people for Jesus’ message. John saw Jesus and said, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” Hmmm . . . Is it starting to make sense? 

Jesus was the PERFECT lamb of God. Through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, His death counted 
once-and-for-all for anyone who believes in Him. Do you understand now the significance of His 
death happening at Passover? Surrounded by a city and a people that were remembering a time 
thousands of years ago when a lamb saved the lives of their people, Jesus was preparing to give His 
life in the ultimate sacrifice. 

As the disciples prepared the lamb for their Passover meal, they had no idea how symbolic this meal 
would become. 

THINK ABOUT THIS:
1. What’s the most you’ve ever sacrificed for someone? How did they show their

appreciation for you?

2. What’s the most someone you know has ever done for you? How did it make you feel?

3. What would you say today to thank God for making a way for you to have peace with
Him and not experience the punishment your sin deserves? Maybe you could say that
to Him in prayer right now.
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day 7T H U RS DAY

THE BIG PICTURE
 • Jesus and the disciples ate the Passover meal in the upper room.
 • In a shocking act of servanthood, Jesus washed the disciples’ feet.
 • Jesus predicted that one of His disciples, Judas, would betray Him.
 • Jesus taught the disciples in what would be His last time of in-depth discussion with them 
   before His crucifixion.
 • Jesus went to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray before He was arrested and taken to a 
   phony trial.

THE STORY
If they had only known. If, when the disciples had awakened Thursday morning, they had only 
known what the day would bring. What would they have done differently? Would they have tried 
to stop or change anything? If only they could have known . . . but they didn’t. We have every reason 
to believe that when the disciples awoke Thursday morning, they assumed it was just like any other 
day. Sure, it was a special day; they’d be enjoying the Passover meal with Jesus that evening. But in 
terms of the historical importance of this day, they had no idea. 

Remember, the Passover meal was a time to remember God sparing the lives of the Israelites’ first-
born children way back in Exodus. By the time Jesus and the disciples were gathered together on 
this Thursday night, the Jews had been celebrating this feast for thousands of years. 

Jesus and the disciples would have eaten a year-old male lamb that would have been prepared the 
day before. They would have also eaten unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Traditionally, the meal 
would have been eaten in kind of a hurry, symbolizing the Israelites rush to leave Egypt on the 
night of the original Passover. It was a meal rich in symbolism. But Jesus was about to introduce 
a new level of symbolic meaning that would forever change the nature of the Passover meal. But 
before they ate, Jesus did the first of many things that blew the disciples’ minds.

Jesus took everyone by surprise when He stripped off His outer cloak, took a towel and a bowl of 
water, and prepared to wash the disciples’ feet. This was something only a servant would have done, 
and the disciples, especially Peter, objected. But Jesus was insistent. “What I am doing,” Jesus said, 

“you do not understand now, but afterward you will understand.” The disciples let Jesus, the Son of 
God, wash their filthy feet. It was no doubt a moving moment.
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It was time to eat. When Jesus passed around the wine, He said something that must have sounded 
strange to the disciples. He basically said, “I’ve been looking forward to sharing this meal with you 
before I suffer. Here, take this wine and divide it among you. This cup that is poured out for you is 
the new covenant in my blood.” Huh? Can you imagine the disciples looking at each other? What 
in the world was Jesus talking about? But He wasn’t finished. “Here,” Jesus said, passing around the 
bread. “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

It’s easy for us to understand what Jesus was alluding to. Jesus was talking about the cross. He 
was talking about the blood He would soon shed that would purchase forgiveness from sins for 
everyone who would believe in Him. We know the full story. But at this moment, the disciples must 
have been scrambling to keep up. They had to know something was going on, but they couldn’t have 
understood precisely what.

The meal was wrapping up. But before it ended, the Gospel of John records three chapters of Jesus 
teaching the disciples at the table. This is some of the most meaningful stuff Jesus ever said to them. 
This was Jesus predicting Judas’ betrayal and Peter’s denial. This was Jesus promising the Holy Spirit 
and reminding the disciples that He was the way, the truth, and the life. This was Jesus telling them 
He was the vine and His people were the branches. What a powerful moment they experienced 
gathered around the table! But before they knew it, Jesus was up and they were leaving. 

Jesus led the disciples down and out of the upper room, across a valley outside of the city, and 
up the Mount of Olives, a low mountain overlooking Jerusalem. We can only wonder what the 
disciples were thinking when Jesus told them to wait while He went and prayed. He took His 
closest three disciples, Peter, James, and John, and went off from the group. What became apparent 
is that Jesus was going through some sort of emotional struggle. “My soul is very sorrowful, even to 
death,” He said. “Remain here and watch.” Jesus went off by Himself where He immediately fell to 
the ground. He was praying to God the Father, agonizing over what was to come. “Father, all things 
are possible for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.” Jesus was 
making it clear that He knew what was coming. He knew the cross was hours away. He was asking 
God the Father if there was maybe another way. But He knew there wasn’t. And He obediently 
determined to go to the cross to accomplish His mission. 

Jesus returned to the three disciples He had asked to wait up for Him. But he found them asleep. 
Jesus woke them up, but He did so with words that had to be confusing to the disciples: “Are you 
still sleeping and taking your rest? It is enough; the hour has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into 
the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.” We can only imagine how 
confused Peter and the others must have been. But things were about to become very clear. 

The disciples would have awakened to a group of armed soldiers — people with torches and weap-
ons. Leading the pack would have been one of their friends, Judas, a guy who had been a fellow 
disciple for three years. Jesus stepped up to the mob: “Whom do you seek,” He asked, even though 
He knew the answer. “Jesus of Nazareth,” they answered. Jesus said, “I am he.” Judas, one of His 
very own disciples, stepped forward and kissed Him on the cheek. This was the sign that Judas had 
pre-arranged with the soldiers. Jesus did not put up a fight. 

What did Jesus do? He did not call down angels to defend Him. He did not strike down any of the 
soldiers. He didn’t call down lightning from the sky. Even though He had the power to, Jesus, God 
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Himself, didn’t kill or hurt or turn away any of His accusers. He called for peace from His followers. 
He asked the guards not to arrest anyone but Him. And even though He had done no wrong and 
was being arrested with no cause, He went quietly with them.  The end had begun. 

LOOKING CLOSER
On the night of the Last Supper, Jesus dedicated a significant amount of time to giving His disci-
ples some final words. Of course, they didn’t know they were final words. They had no idea this was 
the last night they’d be with Jesus this side of the cross. But Jesus knew. And so He gave them some 
final words. 

There is so much that Jesus covered, way too much to discuss in this space. But Jesus said one thing 
in particular to His disciples that thousands of years later is still a command we struggle with. Read 
John 13:33-35. Jesus was trying to help His disciples know what was coming. He was saying, “I am 
about to go away, just like I’ve been saying for some time. And where I’m going, you can’t follow.” 
This must have sounded so odd to the disciples. They had been following Jesus everywhere, every 
single day, for three years. To hear that He was going away must have sounded harsh to them. They 
couldn’t understand at the moment. They soon would. But the bigger issue here is Jesus giving the 
disciples a command that would define them long after He was gone from the earth.

In vs. 34 Jesus gives His disciples a “new commandment.” He tells them that they should live their 
lives in such a way that everyone would see the love they have for each other and know immediately 
that they are followers of Christ. This was to be their distinguishing characteristic. And when we 
consider that these were some of Jesus’ last words to His disciples, they carry a little extra weight, 
don’t they?

If someone who had never met you watched you for a few days, would they know you were a 
Christ-follower because of the love you showed others? Would the one thing they said about you be 
something like, “Wow! That person is ALL ABOUT being kind and loving to others!” If you are a 
Christ-follower, this shouldn’t be something that’s so hard to grasp. It’s literally how Jesus said you’d 
be known.

Let this sink in: Jesus went to the cross for you because He loves you. His sacrifice was motivated by 
His love. Is your life as a Christ-follower motivated by love? Do you honor the life Jesus purchased 
for you by loving others? 

THINK ABOUT THIS:
 1. What keeps you from being as loving to others as you could be?

 2. Are there one or two people in your life who could really use some kindness from you? 
     What are some specific things you can do TODAY to show them that you love them?
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day 8 GO O D  F R I DAY

THE BIG PICTURE
 • Jesus is taken before the High Priest in the middle of the night for an illegal trial.
 • At dawn, Jesus is taken before the Jewish religious council and convicted of the crime of 
   blaspheming God.
 • Jesus is taken before two Roman authorities, Pilate and Herod, who ultimately put His fate 
   in the hands of the Jewish leaders.
 • The crowd demands that Jesus is crucified.
 • Jesus is beaten, mocked, and crucified. After hours of suffering, He dies.
 • Jesus is buried right before sundown.

THE STORY
It’s the wee hours of Friday morning. Jesus, the only Son of the One True God, has been arrested. 
He has been taken captive by the very people He created. He has allowed Himself to be arrested, 
not out of weakness, but out of strength. Jesus knew all along that ultimately this was the reason He 
came to earth in the first place. And it started in the middle of the night with an illegal trial.

You may have heard your parents say something like, “Nothing good happens after midnight” when 
discussing your curfew. The same can be said for this sham of a trial. Jesus was first taken to Annas 
who was the father-in-law of the high priest, Caiaphas. Annas was the high priest until he was de-
posed by Rome. But like many people in power, Annas remained in control of the Jewish high court 
behind the scenes. He had his son-in-law, Caiaphas, do his dirty work for him. In the Gospel of 
John, we learn that Caiaphas had already decided that Jesus must die even before He was arrested. 
So in the middle of the night, Jesus is brought before Annas who then sent Him to Caiaphas. 

Jesus’ trial was a complete joke that violated every rule and standard the Jews had. It was conducted 
in secret in the middle of the night. In the Gospel of Matthew, we learn that these guys were trying 
to get people to falsely accuse Jesus of all sorts of things, but no one would or could do it; the guys 
who arrested Him couldn’t even find anything to accuse Him of.  

There’s this moment where it all feels like it’s falling apart. You can sense the frustration in Caiaphas’ 
voice. He stands up in the middle of the proceedings, interrupts a witness, and asks Jesus point 
blank, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” At this 
moment, if Jesus just keeps His mouth shut, the trial likely falls apart. But here’s the deal: if Jesus 
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was silent and He walked free, He would know His role in God’s plan would go unfulfilled. And 
so Jesus spoke: “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated 
at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.”  Jesus said what He needed to say 
to set the bad guys off. Even though Jesus was telling the truth, for the unbelieving religious rulers, 
this was the ammo they needed to railroad Jesus and send Him to the cross.  

The absurd nature of Jesus’ trials continued. Around sunup, the Sanhedrin, the Jewish religious court, 
“rubber stamped” the phony conviction from Caiaphas and sent Jesus to the Roman official over 
their region, a man named Pilate. Because the Romans were an occupying government in control 
of Jerusalem, they had to get Pilate’s approval and involvement to kill Jesus. But after speaking with 
Jesus, Pilate didn’t find any fault against Him. Pilate sent Jesus to another Roman official, Herod. 
Herod listened to the Jews accusations against Jesus, and mistreated Him, but couldn’t find fault 
with Him either. He sent Jesus back to Pilate.

It was the custom for the Roman governor to release a prisoner to the people every year during 
Passover. Pilate went before a crowd of people who were on the side of the Jewish religious leaders 
and asked them who they wanted released. Pilate wanted to release Jesus; his wife had been warned 
in a dream that Jesus was innocent. But the crowd screamed that they wanted Pilate to release 
Barabbas, a notorious criminal. This was the beginning of the end of Jesus’ life on this earth.

Jesus was handed over to the Roman guards who beat, mocked, and otherwise abused Him. They 
dressed him in a robe of purple and made a crown out of branches that were covered in thorns. They 
did this to make fun of the fact that Jesus was accused of being the king of the Jews. They led Jesus 
through the streets of Jerusalem to a hill outside of the city. When they got to the hill, they nailed 
Jesus to a cross and set the cross in the ground, raising Jesus to suffer until He died. Jesus, the sinless, 
innocent Son of God, was crucified next to two criminals.

Jesus suffered on the cross for hours. It was an agonizing death witnessed by strangers and friends 
alike. His mother, Mary was there, but we think that all of the disciples, except John, had fled. Some 
people saw Jesus on the cross and were compelled to believe. Most saw Him on the cross and made 
fun of Him. “If he’s really God like he says he is, why doesn’t he save himself,” they laughed. What 
they didn’t realize is that Jesus decided NOT to save Himself so that He might save them.

At some point, Jesus cried out to God, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And with that 
Jesus, the Christ – fully God, fully man – breathed His last breath. At the moment of Jesus’ death, 
the curtain of the Temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. There was an earthquake. Darkness 
spread out over the land even though it was the middle of the afternoon. It was even reported that 
some people who had died came back to life and walked out of their tombs. The physical world 
reacted to the death of its Creator. It was finished. The Savior had died. Jesus had accomplished part 
of what He came to do. He who knew no sin had become sin so that anyone who believed in Him 
may become a child of God. This part of the rescue mission was over.

When the authorities were sure of Jesus’ death, a man named Joseph of Arimathea, a secret follower 
of Jesus’, asked Pilate if he could take away the body of Jesus. Pilate agreed, and so Joseph and a 
man named Nicodemus took the body, bound it in linen cloths, anointed it with spices as was the 
practice in those days, and buried Jesus’ body in a tomb that Joseph owned. Friday was almost over. 
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The Sabbath was the next day, which meant there could be no visiting Jesus’ grave to finish prepar-
ing the body for burial. They had to hurry if they were going to get Jesus in the tomb before sunset. 

They laid Jesus’ body in the tomb. The Jewish religious leaders were scared that someone might try 
to steal His body and so they convinced the Roman authorities to roll a giant stone in front of the 
tomb and to set soldiers to guard it. Matthew tells us that Mary Magdalene and another Mary (not 
Jesus’ mother and not Lazarus’ sister), sat opposite the tomb watching as all this was done. Night 
was approaching. The worst day, the longest day, was over. Jesus was dead. 

LOOKING CLOSER
If you’ve ever been with someone when something severe went down, you know that trials can 
reveal people’s real character. It’s tough to hide who you really are when everything around you is 
falling apart. Believe it or not, we see this principle at work as Jesus is hanging on the cross.

Read Luke 23:32–43. Check out vs. 34. As Jesus is being murdered for crimes He never committed, 
Jesus knows He is the most crucial piece in God’s eternal plan to rescue humankind from their sin. 
Even knowing this, couldn’t we expect Jesus to be mad? Or jaded? Isn’t it reasonable to expect that 
Jesus would be at the very least OVER all of this? But that’s not what we see, is it? Verse 34 shows 
us His heart; even in the midst of His greatest trial, He is merciful and gracious. Amazing!

But maybe the story of the criminals who were being crucified beside Him explains it best. One of 
them essentially makes fun of Jesus. The other takes a different approach. As he hung there, dying, 
one of the criminals acknowledges Jesus’ identity. He rightfully claims that Jesus is sinless. And by 
acknowledging Jesus’ “coming into His Kingdom,” he was claiming Jesus to be God’s Son. Look at 
Jesus’ response: And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

This interaction is a powerful display of the Gospel at work. Here, we see a sinner, condemned in 
his sin. But he confesses Jesus as Lord, and Jesus’ response shows that the man has been saved from 
the punishment of his sin and assured of his eternal life. Even as He is purchasing this man’s life 
on the cross, Jesus promises a future relationship with Himself. Don’t ever forget that Jesus came to 
save sinners. There is never anyone too far gone that Jesus won’t save. No one is impossibly far away 
from the hope and life that is in Christ.

THINK ABOUT THIS:
 1. Think of someone that you know that doesn’t have a saving relationship with Jesus. 
     Picture them.

 2. If you believe the Bible, without a saving faith-relationship with Jesus, this person will 
     spend the rest of their lives and in fact, all of eternity, separated from God. Are you OK 
     with this?

 3. What will it take for you to share the message of Jesus with this person? What’s 
     keeping you from doing so?
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day 9SAT U R DAY

IT REMAINS THE DARKEST DAY EVER KNOWN IN 
THE HISTORY OF ALL THINGS. YESTERDAY, THE CROSS. 

TOMORROW, THE RESURRECTION! BUT TODAY, SATURDAY, 
THERE IS ONLY SORROW. THERE IS ONLY SILENCE. 

ON SATURDAY, THE SON OF GOD LAY DEAD IN A TOMB, HIS 
EARTHLY BODY NOTHING BUT AN EMPTY SHELL. 

ON SATURDAY, THERE IS NO HOPE. THERE IS NO JOY. THERE 
IS ONLY CONFUSION, AND PAIN, AND SORROW. 

THERE CAN BE NO DARKER DAY THAN THE DAY 
DEATH APPEARED TO HAVE WON, WHEN OUR SAVIOR 

LAY DEAD IN THE GRAVE. 

AND ON THIS SPECIFIC SATURDAY, THIS SEEMED TO 
BE THE CASE. 
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day 10 R ESU R R ECT I O N  SU N DAY

THE BIG PICTURE
 • The two Mary’s waited at dawn to finish ceremonially preparing Jesus’ dead body for burial.
 • Angels appeared to the women telling them that Jesus had risen from the dead.
 • Mary Magdalene had an encounter with Jesus; He told her to tell the disciples.
 • Jesus appeared in person to the disciples later that evening.

THE STORY
With every sunrise, there is the potential that today will be better than yesterday. There is the po-
tential every morning that the day ahead will have great possibility for good things. The opposite is 
true as well. It is true that each day holds the potential for tragedy. All across the world, people are 
watching the sunrise who will not live to see the sunset. Every day has the potential for both great 
hope and great despair. It’s true today. And it was true on a Sunday morning, 2,000 years ago. 

Friday brought shocking, relentless sorrow. Saturday offered no relief. Both days delivered no 
promise of hope, no relief from the pain. What led anyone to think Sunday would be any different? 
What a difference a day makes. 

It’s Sunday, and it’s dark. It’s early. The world is poised on the edge between night and day. It’s as 
if all things are holding their breath. And as the sky begins to lighten and the earth slowly stirs to 
life, there is a blanket of sorrow spread out over the garden tomb where Jesus has been laid. But that 
blanket is about to be so wholly ripped away that creation itself will be caught breathless! This day 
holds a promise unlike any day before it in the history of days. This day, this Sunday, is THE day! 
The day when sin and death and evil learn that their hold on humankind is not nearly as strong as it 
seemed on Saturday. Sunday, RESSURECTION Sunday, is here! And what a day it is. 

This is the backdrop for the “two Mary’s,” Mary Magdalene and another woman named Mary, go-
ing to visit the tomb. At some point, there was an earthquake, and they looked up and saw an angel 
descending from heaven and rolling back the stone. The guards who were there freaked out and 
went into the city and told the chief priests about the angels and the stone. (They gave the soldiers 
money to keep quiet, and came up with a plan to tell anyone who asked that the disciples came by 
night and stole Jesus’ body.) For sure, the women were scared too. But the angel said, “Do not be 
afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for he has risen! Come, see 
the place where he lay. Then go and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead.”
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But Mary Magdalene stood weeping outside the tomb. Mary was one of Jesus’ closest followers and 
truest supporters. Jesus had healed her from a disease, and she owed Him her life. She loved Jesus, 
and maybe the angel’s message was too much for her to comprehend. So she cried, and as she cried, 
she stooped to look into the tomb. The angel asked Mary why she was crying. She said, “They have 
taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” Can you imagine how confused 
and scared she was? She had come to ceremonially prepare Jesus’ body for burial, something that 
was a custom for the Jews and something she could not have done until this morning because of 
the Sabbath restrictions. So here Mary is, wondering where Jesus is and what has happened to Him. 

As Mary is crying, she turns around and sees a man. She’s got tears in her eyes. The light is probably 
not that great. She’s confused and sad. She doesn’t realize that the man in front of her is none other 
than Jesus Himself. Jesus says to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Now, 
Mary hears Him talking, but in her grief, she thinks He’s the gardener. So, she says, “Sir, if you 
have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus says one 
word to her, and that one word was enough. Jesus looked at her and simply said, “Mary.” Her Savior 
spoke her name! And that was enough. Mary turned and with a trembling voice full of emotion and 
surprise said, “Teacher!” She knew it was Him. Jesus was alive!

She must have reached out to hug Him because Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have 
not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them the news.” And so Mary 
immediately got up and hustled to tell the disciples what she had seen. “I have seen the Lord!” 
she exclaimed. And it was as if all of Jesus’ teachings about being raised from the dead suddenly 
came back to them. But the news was still so amazing! How could it be true? Some started to ask 
questions, but not Peter. Peter took off. He ran all the way to the tomb, and when he got there, he 
looked inside. All he saw was the linen cloths they had used to wrap Jesus’ body. Jesus wasn’t there. 
The tomb was empty!  

And so it’s Sunday evening. Who knows what the disciples did all day, but we know that at this 
point, they are gathered together in a locked room. They were probably still scared for their lives. 
Probably super excited. And probably still a little confused about all of this. And they still had yet 
to see Jesus! That all changed in about a second. Suddenly, Jesus was standing among them. He 
immediately says, “Peace be with you,” because we can only imagine how freaked out they were.  

Once Jesus had calmed them down, He showed them His hands (where the nails had pierced them) 
and His side (where the soldiers had stabbed Him with a spear to make sure He was dead).  Then 
the disciples believed it was really Him, and not a ghost. They rejoiced with Him. They probably 
cried. They may have laughed. They were so overjoyed to see Jesus once again. He was back! 

The Gospels tell us that Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, and appeared 
to them even more times over the next few days. Jesus would ultimately ascend to Heaven after 
commanding the disciples to share His story throughout the entire world. Within just a month or 
so of His resurrection, the Holy Spirit would come at Pentecost and would permanently indwell 
and empower all who would come to faith in Jesus. The Church would begin to grow and the good 
news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection would spread far and wide. But on today, on this specific 
Sunday, it was enough that Jesus was back. The wrong had been made right. The end had been 
undone. The darkness had been rolled back by the Light, and the world would never be the same 
again. Jesus was alive. He had risen.   
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LOOKING CLOSER
We don’t know who wrote the book of Hebrews, but it’s an excellent book. (If you’ve never read 
it, give it a go sometime. You’ll love it.) There are two verses near the beginning of Hebrews that 
completely sum up what Jesus did in dying on the cross and resurrecting from the dead. These 
verses sum up the purpose of Jesus’ journey to the cross and the tomb so well. Here they are. Check 
them out:

 [14] Because God’s children are human beings—made of flesh and blood—the Son also 
 became flesh and blood. For only as a human being could he die, and only by dying could 
 he break the power of the devil, who had the power of death. [15] Only in this way could 
 he set free all who have lived their lives as slaves to the fear of dying. 
          – Hebrews 2:14-15 (NLT)

Jesus became human so that He could walk and live among us. He lived a perfect life so that He 
could serve as a perfect sacrifice in our place. But He did more than that. He didn’t just die for our 
sins on the cross. He arose from the dead. Why? Look what it says in verses 14-15. He did this so 
that He could break the power that the devil had over humanity. He did it to set us free from the 
fear of death. 

When sin entered the world in the Garden of Eden, death entered the world. Sin is of the devil. 
Death is of the devil. But Jesus defeated sin and death once and for all, forever breaking the power 
that Satan has over us. Jesus made it possible for us to have life through Him; a full life on this 
earth and an eternal life forever with Him. 

Jesus defeated death. He defeated sin. That’s what Easter is all about. In some ways, when Jesus said 
“it is finished,” He was talking about the reign that sin and death had enjoyed up to that point. No 
longer. Everything changed the moment the tomb was emptied. Jesus was victorious. And through 
Him, we can be too.

THINK ABOUT THIS:
 1. Does the thought of death scare you? Do you have a saving faith in Jesus? If so, your 
     answer should be no. How does that hit you?

 2. What does it mean to you that Jesus gives you a full, abundant life on this earth? 

 3. How do you think about spending eternal life with God? What does that make you 
     feel?

 4. Spend some time in prayer thanking Jesus for the lengths He went through to purchase 
     your life and to give you freedom from death and sin. 
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closing
“When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave 
up his spirit.” - John 19:30

Jesus was sent to this earth to live a sinless life in order that He, the Son of God, might die on the 
cross as a sacrifice that paid the penalty for our sins. Instead of having to experience the death that 
our sin rightfully earns for us, by expressing faith in Jesus, His death on the cross can count in our 
place. Through the work that Jesus did on the cross, we know life. That’s a fantastic truth.

As Jesus’ life was slipping away on the cross, He cried aloud three words: It. Is. Finished. When He 
said these words, He wasn’t just talking about His life or the process of His death. What Jesus was 
talking about was the rescue plan that God had set in motion before the beginning of time. 

You see, Jesus wasn’t Plan B. When Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden, God didn’t sit back and 
call a meeting with His triune self and come up with a way to salvage His plan to be in relationship 
with the very people He created. That’s not how it worked. God wasn’t caught off guard. God didn’t 
need to scramble to fix what had been broken. God already knew what was going to happen and 
He already had in mind to send His Son to save creation from the effects of sin.

Ephesians 1:4-5 says this: “Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ 
to be holy and without fault in his eyes. God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family 
by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great 
pleasure” (NLT). Even before God had made the world, He had decided that through Jesus, He 
would make a way for us to be holy in His eyes, to be adopted into His family, to overcome the 
barrier that sin creates between a broken people and a holy God. Jesus was always Plan A. Always. 

And so when He hung between heaven and earth for those hours on Friday, when it was all about 
to end, when the pain and sorrow of the cross were about to be over, Jesus said, “It is finished,” and 
He surrendered His life. He had done it. He had finished His task. He had completed His mission.  

The rescue mission was over. And while there was still a surprising second act to come in the form 
of His resurrection, the initial act of giving His life for the lives of His creation had come to an end. 
What a finish it was! It was a finish unlike any other, an ending that kick-started the beginning of a 
new story. Only in God can a finish be a start.

And now that you know the WHOLE story, let it be a kick-start to a more vibrant faith in God.
33



about the author

Andy Blanks is the Publisher and Co-Founder of YM360. A former Marine, Andy has spent the last 
17 years working in youth ministry, mostly in the field of publishing. During that time, Andy has led 

the development of some of the most popular Bible study curriculum and discipleship resources in the 
country. He has authored numerous books, Bible studies, and articles, and regularly speaks at events 

and conferences, both for adults and teenagers. But Andy’s passion is communicating the transforming 
truth of the God’s Word, which he does in his local church on a weekly basis. 

Andy and his wife, Brendt, were married in 2000. They have four children, three girls and one boy. 

A N DY  B L A N KS

34



MEET YOUTH MINISTRY’S 
MOST USED STUDENT 

DEVOTIONALS
THE DISCIPLESHIP BUNDLE FROM YM360 PROVIDES THREE 
POWERFUL, 4-WEEK DEVOTIONAL EXPERIENCES TO HELP 

YOU GROW INTO AUTHENTIC DISCIPLES OF JESUS

NEW: First Steps 
For Christ-Followers 

is a powerful experiential 
journal which will help 
students take the first 
steps on their new 
journey with Christ.

NEXT: Growing 
A Faith That Lasts 

helps challenge and 
equip you to take 

ownership of 
your faith.

NOW: Impacting Your 
World For Christ 

(Right Now!) will help you 
understand the purpose 

God has in store for you; 
catch God’s VISION for 

exactly how He wants to use 
you; and practice real ways 

to impact your world.

FOR SAMPLES OR FOR ORDERING INFO, SIMPLY GO TO

.COM/DEVOBUNDLE



FOR SAMPLES OR FOR ORDERING INFO, SIMPLY GO TO

.COM/THREAD-DEVO

WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT TRACING THE THREAD?

Better yet, did you even know it WAS a story? The Bible is an awesome story!  
Tracing The Thread is a daily devotion that can help you learn the big-picture 
story of God’s Word. More than that, it will help you trace the thread of the 

Gospel through the narrative of Scripture.

DO YOU KNOW THE 
STORY OF THE BIBLE?



A 360 Discipleship book from

YM360.com

ANDY BLANKS
9 781935 832812

Church & Ministry/Ministry Resources/Youth Ministry
ISBN-10 – 1935832816 
ISBN-13 – 9781935832812

• THE BIG PICTURE: A quick snapshot of what happened 
on that specific day

• THE STORY: A creative re-telling of what happened on the 
day in question

• LOOKING CLOSER: A brief Bible-study on some aspect of 
the day being covered

A  DAY- BY- DAY  ACCOU N T  O F
J ESUS’  L A ST  W E E K  O N  EA RT H

A  DAY- B Y- DAY  A C C O U N T  O F
J E S U S ’  L A S T  W E E K  O N  E A R T H
Everyone knows that Easter is a big deal. But do you REALLY know 
what happened during the last week of Jesus’ life? The last week of 
Jesus’ earthly life was the culmination of God’s rescue plan, a plan 
that had been in the works for eternity. The last days of Jesus’ life 
were full. Full of powerful experiences. Full of meaning and 
symbolism. Full of tension. Full of sorrow. Full of celebration. 

The question is: Do you understand the importance of these last few 
days?

It Is Finished: A Day-By-Day Account of Jesus’ Last Week on Earth is 
unlike any Easter resource available. It Is Finished is 10 days of 
creative, intense, deep-diving devotional content that walks with 
Jesus as He journeys toward the cross and His resurrection. 

Each day features three components:


	front cover
	IT IS FINISHED _ Interior
	backcover



