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TEAM 
 
“I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.” 

Ephesians 4:1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
LEADERSHIP IS A CHOICE, and it's one I hope you'll make. Leadership isn't 
another program to attend. Our student leadership team isn't just for a select few. 
It isn't just for the smart or popular. Leadership isn't about having an extroverted 
and outgoing personality. Being a leader is a personal commitment. 
 
The most meaningful commitments are tough to keep, but they are worth the 
effort because our priorities determine who we are, and who we are becoming. 
 
This application will help you understand the leadership commitment, and it's our 
goal that you'll reach for this high standard. We expect a lot from our leaders 
because this was the model Jesus taught for leadership. 
 
Interested? Good! Keep reading to find out more. We are praying for you and 
hope that you choose to make the commitment to be a servant leader. 
 
 
A LEADER DOES MORE THAN JUST SHOW UP 
 
Maybe you’re thinking, “I come to every student ministry event and program, 
doesn’t that make me a leader?” Not necessarily. It makes you a regular face 
around here, but a leader isn’t just someone who shows up. A leader is 
committed to a different calling. 
 
 
THE ESSENCE OF BIBLICAL LEADERSHIP 
 
Jesus expected leaders to serve. Jesus gave his disciples an image of 
leadership that we use as our standard for student leadership in our student 
ministry: 
 

“Jesus called them [the disciples] together and said, "You know that the 
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise 
authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to 
become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants 
to be first must be your slave--just as the Son of Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." 
Matthew 20:25-28 

  
Jesus turned the world's understanding of leadership upside down. His teaching 
about leadership literally goes against everything we naturally assume about 
leading. Biblical leadership isn't about power or positions. It's not about control 
and glory. 
 
Jesus calls his leaders to be servants and slaves of others. This kind of 
leadership isn't popular or praised. Servant leadership is not attractive to most 
people. It goes in direct opposition to the attitude of running to the car and calling 
“SHOTGUN” to ride in the front seat. 
 
It may not be popular, but our student ministry is looking for servant leaders. 
 



 

HIGH REQUIREMENTS HAVE HIGH REWARDS 
 
We’re asking a lot from student leaders and because of this, we realize 
leadership isn’t for everyone. Many people won’t want to rise to the high level of 
commitment we are expecting. Others might not have enough time to commit to 
attending events and Wednesday and Sunday services.  
 
If student leadership isn’t for you, don’t worry about it.  
 
Not being involved in Student Leadership isn’t necessarily a measure of your 
spiritual maturity. We are committed to you and want to help you continue to 
grow spiritually regardless of your involvement with our Leadership Team. 
 
Although we’re asking for a considerable commitment from our student leaders, 
there are also benefits. Student Leadership has high requirements, but it also 
has high rewards. Part of the high reward student leaders receive is more intense 
and personal time the student pastor and other leaders. We want to invest in the 
lives of our leaders. In addition to this, you’ll have opportunities for training and 
service in the student ministry that will only be available to student leaders. 
Finally, as a member of the Student Leadership Team, you’ll be connected to an 
outstanding community of believers who strive to put God first and serve in the 
student ministry. This community can be a powerful resource for laughter, 
encouragement, support and being challenged in your faith. THE ABOVE 
ACTIONS REPRESENT THE MAJOR DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A CORE  
 
PARENTS 
 
We are especially concerned about the family life of our student leaders. We 
don’t want to create a ton of programs to keep students out every night of the 
week. Spiritual growth does not necessarily require sacrificing family time and 
commitments. 
 
As far as a time commitment, we’re asking our leadership students to be out one 
night during the week (Wednesday night), attend service on the weekend, be a 
part of a ministry team (each requires different amounts of time), and attend a 
periodic leadership meeting. 
 
 
HOW TO BECOME A STUDENT LEADER 
 
1. Prayerfully consider all the student leader commitments 
2. Talk with your family and evaluate the commitments 
3. Fill out the Student Leadership Application at 
graceintullahoma.com/studentleadership 
4. After submitting your answers, schedule a time to talk with your student pastor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM COVENANT 

  
If I am chosen for Student Leadership, I understand that I am committing to the following: 

 
• As a leader, I commit to living a life that is worthy of the gospel (Philippians 1:27). A 

life worthy of the gospel expresses itself in two ways. First, you grow in your 
relationship with Jesus Christ through a regular devotional life. Second, you live a 
life above reproach. This means honoring your parents, abstaining from 
alcohol/drugs, sexual purity, humility, self-control, refraining from gossip, and 
pursuing reconciliation with others.  

 
• I commit to grow spiritually with others in my church community through regular 

participation in main worship services, discussions about devotional life, and 
evangelism at my school. 

 
• I agree to open myself to accountability, correction and instruction. 

 
• I agree to attend Wednesday and Sunday services. 

 
• I agree to put my phone away while I am leading and at gatherings. 

 
• I agree to not post inappropriate things online. 

 
• I agree to let the Student Pastor know that I will miss a responsibility at least 24 

hours before. 
 
• I commit to create a welcoming environment, where every student is seen and 

connected. 
 
• I commit to attend Student Leadership meetings and most Student Ministry events.  
 
• I know that I need to be punctual, if not early, to events, meetings, and services. 
 
• I commit to making thorough preparation for my responsibilities.   
 
• I commit to being consistent in my leadership area, wherever I might be placed.   

 
• I understand that if my family relationships are in bad shape, my grades start to 

suffer, or unrepentant sin is found in my life I may be asked to step off the team 
for a season. 

 
• I commit to serving as a Student Leader for this school year. 
 
 

The heart of our church and its Student Ministry is to see you grow in a relationship with 
Christ. Anyone serving in the Student Ministry is ultimately under the leadership of God’s 
Word. Our heart is that you would lead your peers, but that requires a pure heart and a 
right Spirit (Ps. 51) that God must create in you. Only affirm this covenant if you are 
ready to open yourself up to accountability and consistently serve on Student 
Leadership. 
 


